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ÅWhat do you think the book will be 
about?

ÅWhat role might the lizard have to play 
in the story?

ÅHow do you think holes are included in 
the story? How many ideas can you 
think of?

ÅWhere might the story be set? Look at 
the background for clues.

I think thatébecauseé
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Stanley Yelnatsõ family has a history of 
bad luck, so he isnõt too surprised when 
a miscarriage of justice sends him to a 
boysõ juvenile detention centre. At 
Camp Green Lake the boys must dig a 
hole a day, five feet deep, five feet 
across, in the dried up lake bed. The 
Warden claims the labouris character 
building, but it is a lie. Stanley must 
dig up the truth. 
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Chapter One 
Word Picture Definition

Texas
a state in the southof 
America

warden 

someone who has charge or 
care of something

scorpion

arachnidsthat look a bit 
like small lobsters, equipped 
with a pair of pincers and a 
tail that curves over their 
back
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Chapter One (Teacher Reading) 

Sit still, with both feet on the floor

Use both hands to hold your ruler

Follow the text, using your ruler under each new line

Track every word, as you hear it
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