
What archaeological evidence is there 
of ancient peoples in Cornwall? 

  

  

  

 

 

  

heritage The history and traditions of a particular area or culture that are 
significant today. 

Mesolithic The middle part of the Stone Age 
Neolithic The later part of the Stone Age 
prehistory The period of time before written records 
archaeology The study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of 

sites and the analysis of artefacts and other physical remains 
artefacts An object made by a human being, typically one that tells us 

something historical  
cairn A mound of rough stones built as a memorial or landmark, typically on 

a hilltop or skyline 
menhir A tall upright stone of a kind erected in prehistoric times in western 

Europe 
quoit  The flat covering stone of a dolmen. 
dolmen A megalithic tomb with a large flat stone laid on upright ones, 

found chiefly in Britain and France 
megalith A large stone that forms a prehistoric monument 
settlement A place where people live together in a community 
courtyard An unroofed area that is surrounded by walls 
formation In a particular arrangement or pattern 
myth A traditional story 
reconstructed To build or form (something) again after it has been damaged or 

destroyed 
oratory A small chapel for private worship 
hillfort A fortified village on a hill, used for defence 
roundhouse A circular house used during the Iron Age 
midden A rubbish heap left by people, often containing useful clues 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=mound&si=ACFMAn_Hp-Itxgrvlkmz06srbzjK1ha9YGk7AvZIHG9-BJTrWhLz0MmnaiL9UcXdp8CIbXCliYvt0iiyjO-22wM2vCBBITj9uQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=hilltop&si=ACFMAn_otZSKbpzAqD_RvWk4YSL-8ChleRlxQlI3v9gpJN-g_AbXYIVWx-gzXoXsp-6rVgBaAvXr5v6iqfYoBN_GLlIW61jMRw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=upright&si=ACFMAn_otZSKbpzAqD_RvWk4YSL-dT4hf6gy5n8fpoKKOOIMFdyDFLexAs3eznhTwOmgC8r_yKxCVt8l1DDV3J3WyL_a7q9icA%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=erected&si=ACFMAn_otZSKbpzAqD_RvWk4YSL-1ZkBaPds23P2a343zQbu-6hIhKNP4E7LnpggXKW4rTMjVbMMK19gjpejqS6ZTPFGFDUiow%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=prehistoric&si=ACFMAn-3JZRSzQzizXTr4ubOpZcLJ8OU0LMlnDz5Jy2-Q4znSHzmA131-wIdv0yaLiNI372Yrrruc54l7uMqZtaY3ZfRefl39ih-Iodow-BWAZKj1DUa3Zk%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&biw=1280&bih=576&q=dolmen&si=ACFMAn8Vh8Mk37drt2pTIRWqgL6e0cJtORfJilfZurZ42NTZ9pXUiUkD5UC6qFVCTuzgGghv4ZLSHwxNVM93a_RItMkT3liD-w%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=megalithic&si=ACFMAn9-5A9OMKPWcg180I9o9Mnd31lWQmZOh7pb-fZI1xO4xB1C5aXXsaz-9gtBAjuGCrL0Scl6c1Hyrnkj2sZyFAxBVlcBEg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=tomb&si=ACFMAn_T3xqeJgfJp8osGFUeHxua14mO31bkOmx8HOuy2CQabKaaQenzLa1SdyDyUOmQJtM8zJzEG_oQuy3jLm76Ocr7HGdoHw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=chiefly&si=ACFMAn_otZSKbpzAqD_RvWk4YSL-JrqMBmHhPbdlMov1hFzrILZ37fMHhXZPsNsO1XA2CogjYsdYhkpqGJgjOCo0WpW1iILEhg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=prehistoric&si=ACFMAn-3JZRSzQzizXTr4ubOpZcLJ8OU0LMlnDz5Jy2-Q4znSHzmA131-wIdv0yaLiNI372Yrrruc54l7uMqZtaY3ZfRefl39ih-Iodow-BWAZKj1DUa3Zk%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=monument&si=ACFMAn-fuhiZynqzEWN5DhRvBVhtwFONBJCl9GKEPhK8ULbwy_WlwU-pT0J4yO5MCl-9TPi6npjHj5zS-TO_yctLHK9KFtvsAg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB1055GB1055&q=unroofed&si=ACFMAn-fuhiZynqzEWN5DhRvBVhteIVVVhFvdNLhuoy2MGjSrvc3pX2RDBYh7ZvB0AVD230LaNtIgBqTk6uILNkV1aYB-2c3qA%3D%3D&expnd=1

